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Abstract:

This research examines one of the social phenomena
in Ifrigiya during the Aghlabid and Fatimid periods
(184-362 AH / 800-973 CE), namely the
phenomenon of begging. The research concludes
that this is a social phenomenon that has not received
adequate study in Islamic history despite its notable
presence in Ifrigiyan society at that time. The study
attributes this neglect to the severe marginalization
that the begging class experienced from historians
and historical sources, and the preconceived
pejorative view with which this group was socially
and morally stigmatized by the educated elite and
ruling authorities. The research reviews the multiple
factors that contributed to the spread and
exacerbation of the begging phenomenon, including
severe economic crises, devastating natural
disasters, continuous political turmoil, and profound
social transformations that the region witnessed
during that turbulent historical period. The research
also analyzes the different types of begging and their
various motives, the methods and approaches
employed by beggars in their daily practice, and
society's varying reactions toward them, including
the strict positions of jurists, the fluctuating stance of
ruling authorities, and the contemptuous attitude of
the social elite toward them. The research also
reveals the customary places for practicing begging
and the words and expressions used in soliciting
sympathy and evoking pity, providing a
comprehensive and accurate glimpse into the life of
this marginalized segment and their living conditions
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