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Abstract:

Many buildings in Egypt were influenced by
the European architectural style imported to
Egypt by European trading companies, military
campaigns in Egypt, foreign missions,
educational missions, and others, which
brought many artistic and architectural styles to
Egypt. However, it is rare and unique to find
these European artistic styles in the
construction of a Coptic church. The Coptic
Church was distinguished by its artistic and
architectural style, which it inherited from its
ancient Egyptian ancestors, and which it
maintained for centuries. The Coptic Orthodox
Church of the Virgin Mary in Luxor was a
unique example of a Coptic church influenced
by the European style imported to Egypt, along
with some Coptic features and characteristics in
some of its structural elements inside the
church. This is evidence that Coptic
architecture and art were exposed to a new
European cultural shock during the reign of
Muhammad Ali Pasha and his family and after
that. As happened in the past with the
integration of the Basilica and Byzantine styles
within the Egyptian Coptic style; This resulted
in an architecture of Egyptian Coptic churches
that combined the basilica style with the
Egyptian Coptic style. This happened again at
the beginning of the twentieth century, when
Coptic church architecture combined the
imported European style with the local Coptic
style, producing a unique and new architectural
style that distinguished Egyptian Coptic church
architecture during the twentieth century.
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