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Abstract:

The research aims to study the Qantara Gate in
the western wall of Cairo, a cultural
documentary study in light of a Mamluk
document published for the first time, especially
since the walls of Cairo and its gates have
received many important studies, and the least
of these parts of the walls in terms of interest to
scholars was the western side, with its gates, the
most important of which is the Qantara Gate,
which has now disappeared, Due to the military
and warlike nature of the walls and gates, they
received the attention of kings and sultans at the
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time of their construction as an act of state
sovereignty. When the methods and tools of war

changed, the matter changed and interest in the
walls and gates of cities was lost. The state did
not give them their original importance, and did
not prevent individuals from attacking them, or
even demolishing them and building in their
place. This is confirmed by the document we are
publishing for the first time, which confirms the
construction of a building on the grounds of the
Bab al-Qantara towers in the western wall of
Cairo. Although Bab al-Qantara continued to be
used for passage into and out of Cairo in the late

127

DOI: 10.21608/archmu.2025.378891.1305



(2025 i) 2o ol sl

231 Ll yally syondl 2

Mamluk and early Ottoman periods, according
to contemporary historical accounts, The
document indicates that the building was built
on the ground floor of the two towers of the
gate, so it is likely that the building took the
same shape as the two towers, and that the
architect connected them with an upper arcade
to allow passage underneath it, especially since
this building was demolished or removed at the
beginning of the twentieth century AD, which
allowed the Committee for the Preservation of
Arab Antiquities to conduct excavations at the
site of the gate in 1920 AD, which resulted in

the appearance of the foundations of the two
towers and part of the western wall. The two
towers were built in the same way as the Bab al-
Futuh and Bab Zuweila towers, which confirms
that these foundations were used as the basis for
the building erected above them during the
Mamluk era. As a result of the expansions and
construction of streets and squares at that time,
the excavations were filled in again in the hope
that the committee would resume the
excavations and complete them once again, but
unfortunately, they were not completed.
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