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Rock art in Wadi Ghathran, Rania Governorate- Makkah Region
New archaeological discovery
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Abstract:

This research aims to study a new group of
rock art in Wadi Ghathran/ Gatran, center of
Al-Amlah, Raniya Governorate in the
Makkah region- Saudi Arabia. The valley
whose arts have never been mentioned before
in any historical or archaeological study, and
therefore, these arts are a new addition to what
is known so far, and an affirmation of the
Wadi being one of the places that were settled
in prehistoric times and in subsequent time
periods. The research is based on a descriptive
and then analytical-comparative study of
these artworks, seeking to attempt to date
them, determine the artistic methods used in
their implementation, and to know their
cultural connotations. Before that, to try to
reach the root of the name and its meaning, in
addition to identifying some of its
geographical, topographical, geological and
historical-archaeological aspects. The study
confirms that Wadi Ghathran is one of the
important archaeological sites that need
archaeological survey and documentation
work.
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[Guagnin, M. et al., ""Pre-Neolithic evidence for dog-assisted hunting strategies in Arabia", Journal of

Anthropological Archaeology 49, 2018, pp. 230- 233; Abdul Nayeem, M., the Rock art of Arabia; "Saudi
Arabia, Oman, Qatar, The Emirates & Yemen", Hyderabad, India, 2000, p. 467]
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