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Remaining Ottoman Stone Bridges in the Balkans during the 9th-10th AH/15th-16th AD
Centuries an Archaeological and Architectural Study
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This research studies the stone bridges built in
the Balkans during the Ottoman era. The
Ottoman Empire focused on building bridges
to connect Ottoman provinces, facilitating the
passage of armies during military campaigns,
transportation, and trade. The research studies
the types and plans of surviving Ottoman stone
bridges in the Balkans, as well as their
architectural styles. The reason for choosing
this topic is to record, document, and inventory
the stone bridges that have survived from the
9th-10th centuries AH/15th-16th centuries AD,
and that were not destroyed or rebuilt in
subsequent centuries. It also studies their plans,
styles, and architectural features. The study
also focuses on recording, documenting, and
inventorying bridges, authenticating and
comparing them, and identifying their building
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materials and architectural elements, as well as
the factors influencing the construction of
these bridges. The study adopted the
descriptive and analytical approach, and
reached a set of results, perhaps the most
important of which are: The 10th century AH /
16th century AD is considered the golden age
of stone bridges built in the Balkans during the
Ottoman era, given that most of them bear the
imprint of the great architect Koca Mimar
Sinan or one of his students who graduated
from his scientific school. The remaining
Ottoman stone bridges in the Balkans during
the 9th-10th centuries AH / 15th-16th centuries
AD are of the arched type, which in turn are
divided into two types: bridges with sloping
roofs or bridges with flat roofs. Other results
are also included, in addition to numerous
Tables, maps, figures and photographs.
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