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Inscription of Qarat al-Asamm

Abstract:

This study deals with an early Islamic
inscription discovered by the researcher during
his hiking tours in the area located northeast of
the archaeological wells of Hima, dating back
to approximately the third century AH. The
importance of the study lies first in the fact
that it revolves around a new inscription that
has not been published before and is unique in
terms of the wording of the sentence, as it
begins with a demonstrative pronoun to
emphasize the identity of the place, which is
very rare in inscriptions. Second, the
inscription explicitly and accurately identifies
a geographical landmark in the Najran region,
namely Mount (Qarat al-Asamm), which is
likely the origin from which the name of the
famous region (Qara) emerged. It is a
mountainous region located west of the
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Kawkab Mountains and north of the wells of
Hima, and none of the locals, researchers, or
official bodies know its exact location. Rather,
they call the name of the continent the
mountain ranges scattered over a wide area,
and its name has been repeated many times in
scientific research that studies inscriptions and
rock drawings, and the environmental,
climatic, and geological factors in that region.
This study concludes by linking the name
(Qara) to the mountain in which the
inscription was found and returning it to its
correct geographical and linguistic context.
Keywords:

Inscription - Hima- Najran- Qarat al-Asamm-
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