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Ayyubid Copper Mortar pestle preserved at the Louvre Museum

Abstract

The stores of the Louvre Museum in Paris keep a rare piece, which is a mortar pestle made of
copper encased in silver and Nilo under number: MAO 162. This piece is being studied and
published for the first time due to its distinction and uniqueness in that it contains a rich collection
of botanical and geometric decorations and various pictorial themes such as views of eruption
and drawings of planets Astronomical constellations and drink scenes, in addition to a group of
written texts and propaganda phrases in Kufic script and Naskhi, which makes this piece unique
and unique in terms of shape and decorative themes. The study succeeded in dating this piece
and attributing it to the Ayyubid period based on the decorations and writings executed on it, in
addition to trying to interpret the decorative and pictorial themes executed on it, within the

framework of a detailed descriptive and analytical study.

Keywords: mortar — pestle — copper — Ayyubid period — Requisition in silver — Nilo— kitchen.
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Silver of the Islamic Lands “Khalili Collections”, VOLUME XI, Part Two, 2022, pp.516-517.

24 F, Maddison & E. Savage-Smith, Science, Tools & Magic, The Nasser D. Khalili Collection of
Islamic Art, volume XII, Part Two, London 1997, cat.196, pp.312-13. J.M. Rogers, The Arts of
Islam. Masterpieces from the Khalili Collection, London 2010, cat.105, p.97.
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27 Emilie Savage, Science, Tools & Magic, p.307.

28 Carboni, Stefano. Following the Stars: Images of the Zodiac in Islamic Art. New York: The
Metropolitan Museum of Art, 1997. no. 8, pp. 22-23, ill. 91.1.527a only (b/w); Ekhtiar, Maryam,
and Claire Moore, ed. "A Resource for Educators.” In Art of the Islamic World. New York: The
Metropolitan Museum of Art, 2012. pp. 102-3, ill. figs. 19, 20; fig. 20; Higgins Harvey, Medill,
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ed. Collecting Inspiration: Edward C. Moore at Tiffany & Co. New York: The Metropolitan
Museum of Art, 2021. no. 107, p. 172, ill.
2%https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/444529?searchField=Title&amp;deptids=14
&amp:ft=Mortar+and+Pestle&amp;offset=0&amp;rpp=40&amp;pos=1

30 https://collections.lacma.org/node/239619#enlarge-2208451

31 pal, Pratapaditya, ed. Islamic Art: The Nasli M. Heeramaneck Collection. Los Angeles:
Museum Associates, 1973; Lo Terrenal y lo Divino: Arte Islamico siglos VII al X1X Coleccién
del Museo de Arte del Condado de Los Angeles. Santiago: Centro Cultural La Moneda, 2015;
Canby, Sheila R., Deniz Beyazit, Martina Rugiadi, and A.C.S. Peacock. Court and Cosmos: The
Great Age of the Seljugs. New York: Metropolitan Museum of Art, 2016.

32 |rit Ziffer, Islamic Metalwork, Tel Aviv, 1996, p.98.
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Martin, F. R. The Miniature Painting and Painters of Persia, India and Turkey from the 8th to the
18th century. London: Bernard Quaritch, 1912. vol. 2, p. 7, ill. pl. 5b; Sarre, Friedrich Dr, and F.
R. Martin. "Die Stoffe, die Waffen, Holz und Elfenbein.” In Die Ausstellung von Meisterwerken
Muhammedanischer Kunst in Munchen 1910. Munich: F. Bruckmann A.-G., 1912. no. 583,
volume 1, ill. pl. 5b, (ill. 57.51.21); Sarre, F., H. R. Martin, and Moriz Dreger. Meisterwerke
muhammedanischer Kunst auf der Ausstellung Munchen, 1910: Teppiche, Waffen, Miniaturen,
Buchkunst, Keramik, Glas und Kristall, Stein- Holz-und Elfenbeinarbeiten, Stoffe, Metall,
Verschiedenes. Munich: Bruckmann, 1912. no. 582; Ricci, Seymour. Catalogue d'une Collection
de Miniatures Gothiques et Persanes appartenant a Léonce Rosenberg. Paris: Montassier et
Odend'hal, 1913. pp. 36-37, ill. pl. XVIII; Kihnel, Ernst. Miniaturmalerei im Islamischen Orient.
Berlin, 1922. ill. pl. 5p Gluck, Heinrich, and Ernst Diez. Die Kunst des Islam. Propylaen
Kunstgeschichte, vol. 5. Berlin: Propylaen-Verlag, 1925. pp. 95, 502; Dimand, Maurice S. "A loan
of Near Eastern Miniature Paintings." Metropolitan Museum of Art Bulletin vol. 22 (1927). p. 127.
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Friedrich Paul Theodor Sarre, Fredrik Robert Martin. Die Ausstellung von Meisterwerken
Muhammedanischer Kunst in Muchen, 1910. 3 vols., Munich. pls. 4, 5; Richard Ettinghausen,
Ernst Kuhnel. A Survey of Persian Art from Prehistoric Times to the Present. 6 vols., London and
New York, 1938 - 1939. vol. 3: pp. 1970, 2484; Fredrik Robert Martin. The Miniature Painting
and Painters of Persia, India, and Turkey from the 8th to the 18th Century. 2 vols., London. vol. 1:
pl. B, 5-7, vol. 2: pl. 7a; Georges Marteau, Henri Vever. Miniatures Persanes: tirees des collections
de M.M. Henry d'Allemagne, Claude Anet, Henri Aubrey,2 vols., Paris, June-October 1912. vol.
1: pls. 1, 38; Ernst Kuhnel. Islamische Kleinkunst: ein Handbuch fur Sammler and Liebhaber.
Bibliothek fur Kunst, 2nd ed. Braunschweig, Germany. opp. p. 40, pl. 2; Volkmar Enderlein.
Islamische Kunst. Dresden. fig. 115; Eva Baer, Metalwork in Medieval Islamic Art. Albany. fig.
2; Eustache de Lorey. La Peinture Musulmane: L'Ecole de Bagdad. Paris. p. 9, fig. 11; David
James. Arab Painting, 368 A.H./969 A.D.-567 A.H/1171 A.D. Bombay, June 1976. pp. 11-50, fig.
6; Kurt Holter. Die Islamischen Miniaturhandschriften vor 1350. Leipzig. pp. 11-12; Annette
Hagedorn. Islamic Art. Germany. p. 12.
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